PYE MK6 television camera from 1963
This is the camera that we
hope to use with the
restored BBC mobile control
room MCR21.
It was specially made by
Pye to a BBC specification
using the improved 4.5 inch
Image Orthicon tube as its
image sensor. Only about 50
Mk6 cameras were made.
This larger tube gave
improved performance and it
was the best choice possible
until the development of the
Plumbicon tube by Phillips.
The use of the larger tube resulted in a larger and heavier camera. With regular BBC
colour transmissions starting in 1967, at the Wimbledon Tennis Championships, the use of
the Pye Mk6 black and white cameras declined. Only three cameras are known to survive
and these are in the collection of the National Media Museum. Negotiations are underway
to have one released to our care.
In 1963 the convention was for a TV camera to have a “turret” of lenses each with different
focal length, close-up, medium view, wide view. The turret could then be rotated to use a
different lens and change the view. The lenses are splayed out so that the longer ones did
not impinge on the view of the wide angle lens. The camera could also be used with the
increasingly popular zoom lens.
This is the Camera Control Unit (CCU) and
Power Supply Unit (PSU). The design of these
has evolved using both valves and transistors
resulting in a higher degree of stability and a
reduction in power consumption. This allowed all
the operational controls to be grouped together
at a remote Operators Control Panel (OCP).
An OCP for this camera and one of the large 4.5
inch I.O. tubes is on display today.
The Pye Mk6 camera used the “standard” BICC Mk4b cable.
This complex cable with 37 conductors was the main cable
used in the UK. On Outside Broadcasts the Pye Mk6 could be
operated up to 2000ft from the OB van. The camera cable
was quite heavy and many lengths of 100 or 200ft could be
joined together with the specially developed fast thread
connector. The cables proved to be popular and reliable in
use and continued to be used into the 1980s with other
cameras
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